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| achi Feris wants you to know
that for milions of kids heading
“back to schoal this fall, segrega-
ticn dic not end In 1854, Mara than 50
years after the landmark ruling in Brown
W the Board of Education, an-over-
wheiming majority of sludenis:stil attand
schoos that are de facto segregated;
Thats why, at the age ot 24, Sachi
stared Border Crosserss, a program
bringing together elementary school
students from-all over New Yorc Gity
=0 that they can have Sorme contact
with egich other's culfures,
. grew up in New York City wiiere
90 percent of my friends were white
andl Jewish,” says Sachi. "When | wan!
o college, that was the first time in my
life that Jewish wasn't the majority, |
had always known that was the case;
bt on a day-to-day level, growing up
i WY, that wasn't my reality. | reafized

“It’s About Difficult Conversations”

fhere's thia thing called white privilege
that | had never heard of tafore, and |
had te da something about it."

Border Crossers brings together
kids wiho wodldn't ordinarly meet. The
students, from five different schools;
lake tums wisiting each other, expen-
encing theother groups’ space and
seaing each neghborhoad. Using
poetry, drama, art, and [ourmal-writing,
they have a chance to express both
commonaities and diferances,

“If you go'on Google and do a
sagrch for lesson plans on discriming-
ton, you'll find lots of materials for
high school—but aimost nothing for
younger kids," Sachi notes. "Feople
say, 'fourth graders aren't ready for
this; thay don't know what discrimina-
tion is,' tut that's sirmply nat true. You
zan ask them “what does it feel like 1o
be traated differently because of vour
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age’—avery kid understangs that.”

Sachi runs the program on a shoe-
slring bidget. Border Crossers' teach-
ars are paid only & modaest stipend,
dedicating themseives pecause they
care about uniting young people fram
different backgrounds. The program
culminates in a collaborative social jus-
tice profect; this vear, students from all
the schoois joined together to paint a
riural that 1old their stony:

Although the program grew aut of
her desire 1o reach out to groups
beyond her Jewish friends and family,
Sachi says that the idea =, lor har, 3
Wway 1o came closer to the social justics
values that are an intnnsic part of her
Judaism. She feels that exploring ou-
tral briclgss and boundaries Is a form
of trediakah, Eventually, she hopes to
make the cumculum widely accessible
to teachers in other cities, —00
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